Ensuring Environmental Sustainability, 

Economic Security & Community Wellbeing 

 through Localisation
Introduction

Political and economic decentralization or localisation fundamentally supports the goals of environmental sustainability, true economic security and community wellbeing.

Spurring the many facets of the current relocalisation process is an acknowledgement of 

· the fundamental instability (structurally, historically, ethically and environmentally) of the global economy

· the overwhelming disregard on the part of external economic interests for the immediate or long-term welfare of the affected people or environment 

· and, finally, the historical obstacles to realizing sustainability, peace and wellbeing represented by much of the government/corporate alliance. 

Localisation addresses a plethora of the issues before humanity in these times:

· As the global economy falls, existential security is enhanced through greater local economic self-reliance - particularly in regards to the basic necessities of life.  

· Localisation naturally remedies much of our current societal malaise through greater empowerment of, and connection between, the people.  
· And because local people are in touch with their own environment and invested in its long term viability, when local people are the primary beneficiaries and responsible stewards of their region's wealth, environmental sustainability is better ensured.  
The Viability Checklist:  The following checklist provides a means of assessing a community's current position and - over time - monitoring a community's progress towards genuine self-determination, environmental sustainability, economic security and also general wellbeing. 

Viability Checklist

Evaluate the Wollumbin Bioregion's current ‘Viability Status’ : rate each point on a scale from 1 to 10.  If unsure, leave blank.  

	Number
	10 out of 10 - Optimal Scenario Description
	Rating

	1.
	The regional community is economically self-reliant. Particularly in regards to the basic necessities of life - food, water, shelter, energy, clothing, health care, (transport and education) - it is self-sufficient.
	

	2.
	Local people make all decisions in regards to the local economy - developing their own economic plan and methods of implementation.
	

	3.
	There is local control of resources and capital - outside ownership of local resources is non-existent, or at most, negligible.
	

	4.
	Raw materials and other assets of the region stay in the region for the purposes of refinement and manufacturing.
	

	5.
	The region’s biodiversity and integrity are protected and enhanced and human activity is symbiotic with the wider environment.
	

	6.
	Production and distribution is organized mainly through co-operatives.
	

	7.
	Local economic enterprises are thriving.
	

	8.
	There is popular enthusiasm and pride in locally produced goods (minimizing consumer demand for particularly basic necessities which are not locally produced).
	

	9.
	Public debate on issues is free, flourishing and well facilitated by local media.
	

	10.
	The economic potentials of the region and human potentials of the community are being met – natural and social assets are well utilized as people enjoy meaningful employment and experience ever improving standards of living.
	

	11.
	The Indigenous People enjoy wellbeing - their traditional knowledge is respected and heeded and their relationship with the non-Indigenous community is healthy and mutually beneficial.
	

	12.
	People enjoy harmonious and fulfilling lives – free of limiting or negative thought forms and emotions.
	

	13.
	The community cares for the all-round wellbeing of all its members.
	


(a)  Total your ratings:

(b)  How many points did you actually rate? 

(c)  (a) divided by (b) = 

The value of (c) is your Overall Viability Rating (__ out of 10) for the Wollumbin Bioregion at this time.

Further Considerations

In the light of all the above, you may like to provide your views and reflections on any of the following questions…

1.  To what degree has the community of the Wollumbin Bioregion actualized itself as a humanitarian, ethically and ecologically responsible and empowered society?  

2.  a)  Do you sense that there is a collective will to achieve economic security / greater local economic self reliance, environmental sustainability, true freedom, genuine self-determination and the wellbeing of all?  

     b)  If so, is there an emerging consensus as to how this might be possible?

3.  Where to from here? 

Please forward your response to LTN via www.livingtogethernetwork.net     Making progress towards regional and planetary viability.
