FIRST LIGHT VALUES
Initiated 06.08, Last up-dated 19.08.08

This document is an evolving collation of the values represented in documents locally produced in the Northern Rivers Region over the last two decades by government, business and the wider community.

The Living Together Network’s Holistic Mission Statement provides the holistic framework used for the collation.
Source Documents 

A.  Aboriginal Australian Core Values

A1. Bunjulung Elders Statement

1.  Holistic Mission Statement
Developed by community members involved in the Co-Creating the Future group in 2003 and 2004,  and carried forward into the present by the Living Together Network  www.livingtogethernetwork.net/welcome/holism/

2.  The Vision : A New Approach to Planning in the Byron Shire
A paper and a pamphlet produced from community discussions in 1992, compiled by BEACON and then circulated and endorsed by 500 Shire residents 
3.  Byron Shire Council Cultural Policy
Byron Shire Council 
www.byron.nsw.gov.au/Download.aspx?Path=/files/Policies/Policy_Cultural.pdf
4.  Byron United Values Statement

Byron United

http://www.byronunited.org.au
5.  Far North Coast Regional Strategy

NSW Government
www.planning.nsw.gov.au/plansforaction/northcoast.asp
6.  Byron Shire Greenhouse Action Strategy
Byron Shire Council
www.byron.nsw.gov.au/Sustainability/Strategy.aspx
7.  Local Environmental Plan LEP 1988 Revision Date 19/10/07
Byron Shire Council
www.byron.nsw.gov.au/Download.aspx?Path=/files/Plans/Local_Environmental_Plan_1998.pdf
8.  Byron Rural Settlement Strategy 1998

 Byron Shire Council
9. Parliamentary Address on the ‘Region of Villages’ developmental model for the Northern Rivers
Mr Donald Page, Deputy Leader of The Nationals
http://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/prod/PARLMENT/hansArt.nsf/V3Key/LA20040514011
10. Response to the ‘CrossBorder Transport Taskforce – Discussion Paper’ 
Northern Rivers Social Development Council

www.nrsdc.org.au/ 
11. House of Representatives Inquiry Into Local Government and Cost Shifting 
Northern Rivers Regional Organisation of Councils Inc
www.aph.gov.au/house/committee/efpa/localgovt/INDEX.HTM
12. Tourism Futures : Northern Rivers NSW 
A Collaborative Project of the Centre for Regional Tourism Research, Southern Cross University, CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems, Northern Rivers Regional Development Board, NSW and Commonwealth Governments

13. Guidelines on Rural Residential Settlement on the North Coast of NSW 1995  

Department of Urban Affairs and Planning

14. Autonomous Regions Coalition

       ARC-brochure, revised 2008

       www.a-r-c.org
Please note  

The superscript numerals link excerpts to their source documents above.

Editorial adjustments for grammatical coherency have not been distinguished from the source document’s original text.
Please enjoy this resounding affirmation of our ‘common ground’.

FIRST LIGHT VALUES

Our Responsibility To the Future

We value - and come together to co-create - a beautiful future for ourselves and for future generations. 1  

We uphold that the present generation must ensure that the health, integrity, ecological diversity, and productivity of the environment is at least maintained or preferably enhanced for the benefit of future generations. 7

We acknowledge our responsibility in protecting the uniqueness of our region for future generations 3  
We aim to provide for equity within and between generations ~ safeguarding the welfare of future generations. 7 

We must meet the needs of Byron’s residents today while conserving the Shire’s ecosystems, agricultural viability, lifestyles, heritage and culture for the benefit of future generations. 8

We support the development and implementation of programs that will best serve the community now and in the future. 4

We support the principle of encouraging a strong, growing and diversified economy that promotes local self reliance, and recognises and strengthens the local community and its social capital in ways that safeguard the quality of life of future generations  7

We value and work towards the empowerment of our community as effective co-creators of our lives and the legacy of our lives to future generations 1  
Our Respect for Aboriginal Culture

We value and give our respect to traditional custodians, the spirit of the land and all indigenous peoples -- knowing our collective movement forward requires greater understanding and assimilation of the ancient ways. 1 

We value and recognise the critical necessity of heeding the wisdom and wishes of Traditional Knowledge Keepers in order to safeguard the wellbeing of the land and the people. 1

We acknowledge and respect the rights of Aboriginal Australians and involve them in the realisation of our aims. 14

We uphold respect for the views of local Aboriginal people in the protection of areas of Aboriginal cultural and archaeological significance. 2

[The Far North Coast Region] is the traditional lands of the Bundjalung Aboriginal Nation.   5

Council continues to be partners in reconciliation and agrees to the protection and enhancement of Aboriginal traditions and values in relation to the land and recognition of their status as traditional owners of the land.  3 

Council acknowledges the cultural contribution of Aboriginal people and recognises this through the Heads of Agreement between Council and the Arakwal. 3
Adherence to Natural and Cosmic Law

We value and encourage an understanding and adherence to the fundamental laws of  the elegant universal design. 1

Our Earth

Ngali na jugun   We belong to country A1 

Ngali Garima mala jugun  We look after this country A1
We value and care for our Earth. 1 

We value and work towards repair of the planet’s life support systems and restoration of the intricate web of life. 1 

We value, honor and appreciate Earth’s beauty and generosity. 1

We hold that ecological sustainability must be the idea fundamental to all social, environmental and economic aspects of planning for the future. 2

We envision a future for our region wherein the natural environment is protected, and the scenic landscape and native flora and fauna are preserved forever. 2

We aim to protect biodiversity and re-establish and enhance essential ecological processes and life support systems, attending to the protection and conservation of native animals and plants, threatened species, populations and ecological communities and their habitats. 5

We aim to protect the unique environmental assets and natural resources of the Region 5

We aim to protect, restore and conserve the native biological diversity and enhance or repair ecological processes and systems. 7

We aim to protect biodiversity, and re-establish and enhance essential ecological processes and life support systems. 7

We value the special physical and spiritual beauty of our environment. We regard it as a priceless asset and understand our role in its ongoing protection and sustainability. 4

We aim to protect, enhance and hold sustainable our unique physical environment and to acknowledge our stewardship of the environment to ensure its ongoing nurturing and sustainability. 4

We value sustainability and good stewardship of the land and resources  14  

Our Quality of Life

We value and celebrate the unique worth of each and every human being 1 

We value and support the right of every human to health, holistic development and true quality of life 1

We value our Quality of life 2  

We promote the variety of talents, culture and opportunities for self expression and fulfillment 2

We value the enhancement of individual and community well-being ~ both socially and economically 7

We value the vibrancy of our community and its embrace of both traditional and alternative lifestyles 3

We embrace diversity and accept differences as the hallmarks of our cultural identity and the essential ingredient for sustaining cultural vitality 3

We support positioning Byron Shire as a centre for innovation in sustainable, creative and cultural industries 3

We recognise and foster Byron Shire’s distinctiveness as a national and global centre for the creative, spiritual and healing arts 3

We attach importance to each of our towns and villages maintaining its own distinctiveness 3

We aim to protect the shire’s distinctiveness, liveability and social diversity 3


We uphold the importance of local identity 3
We uphold the importance of the community’s sense of place and belonging 3  

We recognise that our villages and town centres are the hub of our communal life, and as such must have a high degree of amenity and sense of place in order to foster a strong sense of community 3

We support enhancing the vitality and viability of our town centres and villages as meeting places 3
We actively engage the creative resources of the shire in the development of our centres where the social and cultural life of the community may be most intensely experienced 3
We prize and hope to retain the village character of coastal towns such as Byron Bay 5 

We value and support maintaining the character of the Region 5

We value the Northern Rivers Region as a place to live, a place for lifestyle change and retirement. 5
We support the ‘Region of Villages’ Development Model for the Northern Rivers Region 9
We support implementation of the ‘Region of Villages’ Concept  as it upholds community lifestyle values and options

· Allowing residents to live in rural settings

· Allowing the distinctive local character of each village to express

· Promoting a sense of community and feeling of belonging 

· Fostering people’s connection to and happiness within the local environment

· Taking some of the pressure off the sensitive coastal areas where many people want to live

· Clustering in villages facilitates basic infrastructure provision

· Protecting prime agricultural land

· Allowing for a choice of lifestyle as villages are developed in conjunction with moderate growth in the region’s major centres

· Maintaining Byron Shire’s unique image, diverse lifestyle and local character 9
Our Awareness of, and Ability to Respond appropriately to, our Current Situation

We value gaining an understanding of, and the ability to respond appropriately to, the opportunities and challenges before us 1
[Many of the documents collated herein provide analyses of our current challenges and opportunities.  These analyses provide material for the forthcoming document (complementary to this one) that will focus upon the performance indicators for implementing or actualising the community’s values, eg.,  2, 6,  10 , 11] 

A Resilient, Sustainable, Equitable Local Economy

We value and support the meeting of our basic requirements of life in ways that are ethically and ecologically responsible - showing respect for the Earth and the original (or generational) inhabitants, fostering local resilience, heeding natural laws, protecting ecological sustainability, upholding both fair trade and equitable distribution. 1

We value and support a material culture that reflects the intelligence, dignity and greatness of humanity through aesthetic and ‘best practice’ design of architecture, land-scaping, energy systems, agriculture 1
We value ensuring a prosperous economy based on sustainable development 2

We value prime agricultural land being preserved for sustainable agriculture 2

We uphold the vision of this region meeting its energy needs from local, renewable sources of energy (eg, wind power) with buildings designed for energy efficiency 2

We uphold the principle of maximising local supply of essential goods and services, especially food  14

We uphold a vision for our rural zones wherein there is a balance of 

wildlife habitat, environment-generated jobs eg, eco-tourism, environmentally safe effluent management eg, composting toilets or septic tanks using Greenbelt Disposal System, harvesting of wind and solar energy, sustainable timber plantations, local meeting halls, common lands, sustainable agriculture, buildings designed for energy-efficiency and a sub-tropical climate, compost being made 2

We support achieving a greater level of self reliance within new rural settlements 13

We value the availability of economic opportunities 5

We support utilising Byron Shire’s cultural resources for the diversification and growth of local industry and the generation of local employment opportunities 3

We value the existence of a significant regional industry – one which adds value to local resources, builds local economic capacity to pursue economic and employment growth, provides information that may assist regional bodies in creating and promoting the region as a tourist destination, spreads the benefits of tourism beyond specific nodes, identifies the largely untapped tourist potential in the region’s World Heritage listed rainforests,wildlife (including whales), cultural activities such as festivals and markets, alternative lifestyles and health facilities  12

We support the principle of encouraging a strong, growing and diversified economy that promotes local self reliance, and recognises and strengthens the local community and its social capital in ways that safeguard the quality of life of future generations  7

We value and promote the social and economic welfare of the community and support following a sustainable and orderly path of economic development in the Byron Shire  7

We value and encourage an ethical, profitable and cooperative business environment that is closely aligned with the protection and care of our natural environment and the wider needs of the community 4

We want our community to have access to essential medical, hospital and healthcare services 4

We encourage the growth of holistic therapies and alternative medicines and see Byron Bay establishing itself as the well being capital of Australia 4

We aim to promote prosperity and to hold sustainable the internal and external trade, commerce and transport, services and the manufacturers and industries of Byron Bay and surrounding regions 4

We support furthering the development of the region as a widely recognised domestic and international tourism destination 5

We support using tourism as a means of promoting regional economic development with due regard to social, economic and environmental benefits and impacts 12


Our Vitality

We value our vitality and the lifestyle options available to us for cultivating, balancing, maintaining and celebrating our vitality

Genuine Self Determination

We uphold the liberty of every being 1 

We value and work towards the empowerment of our community as effective co-creators of our lives and the legacy of our lives to future generations 1  

We value and work towards a truly democratic, interactive and accountable grassroots system of genuine self governance 1

We support the strengthening of the role of local government in the Northern Rivers in regional affairs 11

We hold that Local Government must be formally recognised in the Australian Constitution 11

We uphold the importance and necessity for the formal recognition of Local Government in the Australian Constitution and of local government’s right to form into regional representative bodies  14

We support empowering individuals and community groups to form stronger networks in lobbying government to have their needs and concerns met  14

We support empowering our local political representatives to stand up for issues of global signiﬁcance, and not wait for a national response 14

We support Community Governance – governing from the ground up in a participatory democracy  14

We support Australia becoming a real grassroots democracy as a Commonwealth of self reliant and self governing Regions  14
We value full community consultation and participation [in] decision-making 8
We uphold the fundamental importance of wide public participation in local planning processes and a requirement that all plans be endorsed by residents 2

We value the building of the local and regional capacity for strategy planning and scenario evaluation 12

We value and support a democratic political environment which reflects the needs and wants of the community 3

We uphold that decisions affecting Byron Bay must be made in consultation with community groups and we actively encourage forums where a diversity of opinions can be heard and respected 3

We uphold the principle of providing credible information in open and accountable processes to encourage and assist the effective participation of local communities in decision making  7

We aim to provide increased opportunity for public involvement and participation in environmental planning and assessment  7

We, the Byron Shire Council, support working in partnership with the community to ensure that programs reflect the diverse cultural desires of the community 3

We encourage collaboration and collective action (involving greater consultation, openness, participation and information access) so as to most effectively and appropriately further the region’s cultural development 3

We aim to maximise upon the aspirations shared between Council, the community, and the private sector 3 

We value and encourage community involvement in tourism planning and development to help us, at Byron Shire Council, determine the developments and activities which might reflect the values and priorities of local communities 3

Valuing sustainability for our rural communities, land uses and ecology, we uphold the community’s collective responsibility for their protection, repair, management and use 8
Our existence as a Positive Culture

We value Caring and Sharing A
We value our identification as a Culture of Peace

We value the image we have gained nationally and internationally as a place of healing and as a visionary contributor to the great Earth Community

We respect, acknowledge and celebrate the diversity of cultures and attitudes in our community  3

We value the energy, creativity and tolerance that is fundamental to the essence of Byron Bay 3
We value clear, open, harmonious, mutually supportive and honouring relations with one another 1
We value resolving issues with non-violent communication, compassion and understanding  1

We value caring, supportive, co-operative attitudes 2

We will actively encourage respect and tolerance for the area and its people 3

We aim to promote and protect the cultural diversity and perspectives that make up the community of Byron Bay 3
We value living in a unique environment 3

We encourage and support the need for

A sense of safety and wellbeing

A healthy lifestyle

Opportunities for lifelong learning and growth

The opportunity to develop friendships and support networks

A strong sense of community

The maintenance and development of infrastructure, services and amenities

A sense of pride in our town and community 3

We want a safe, secure and tolerant environment for all those who live and visit our community 3

We aim to work in unison with other community groups for the benefit of the Byron Bay community 3
Our Prolific Creativity

We treasure the excellent calibre and great diversity of local artistic expression and also the significant contributions of local arts to the vibrancy and enhancement of our society

We value the variety of talents, culture and opportunities for self-expression and fulfilment that are available to us 2

We encourage creativity and innovation 3

Our Awareness and Community Spirit

We value an intellectual environment that promotes clarity, true wisdom and insight 1
We value and support the unleashing of the power of human collaboration and co-intelligence 1
We acknowledge the importance of the knowledge economy and access to information for the economic and social sustainability of the Shire 3
Connection to the Power of Spirit 

We value and encourage the recognition of the spiritual nature of the universe and cultivation of the spiritual potential of the human being – so that the peace, power and compassion of the universe’s and humanity’s true nature may illuminate and harmonise our lives and world 1
Our Connection and Responsibility to the wider Earth Community

We value connecting globally while acting locally – recognising and cherishing the fundamental interconnectedness of the entire human family and the total biosphere of planet Earth 1
We uphold regional and global perspectives 2

We of Byron Shire Council value and participate in international programs relevant to local communities’ contributions to matters affecting the whole, eg,

The Byron Rural Settlement Strategy 1998 represents Byron Shire Council’s response to implementing Local Agenda 21, an outcome of the 1992 Rio Earth Summit, that set the task for the world’s Councils “to work closely with their local communities to develop and implement strategies that will promote Ecologically Sustainable Development…” 8
In response to the important role local government can play in the reduction of greenhouse gases, Byron Shire Council joined the CCP™ (Cities for Climate Protection) program in September 2002. As part of this program, Council created an emissions inventory and forecast in order to strategically identify what activities are contributing to greenhouse gas emissions and to determine the most appropriate strategic actions to reduce these emissions. 6
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